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Global Tidbits
Graz is the second largest city in Austria.  Wien is the largest city in Austria with about 250,000 people.  It is located in the German state Steiermark which is southwest of Vienna and close to the Slovenian border.  This location makes it a melting pot for Germanic and Slavic cultures.
Parent Meeting Coming Nov. 29
Please remember that there will be a parent meeting on November 29th from 6-7 pm in the cafeteria at Brooks.  We will be discussing the NC notebook project and our mountain trip.  All students represented by a parent will earn a homework coupon.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Bonus: Which of the following is a fact and which one is an opinion?
Dolphins eat small fish as part of their diet.  [Fact]  [Opinion]

Stacy would like this new song on the radio. [Fact]  [Opinion]
Scholastic Book Ordering

If you’d like to order books for your child or maybe someone for a holiday gift at a good value please visit scholastic online using the information below.  All orders help to bring free books into the classrooms for your children to enjoy.  This is Mrs. Mann’s classroom activation for all 4th graders.
Website:  www.scholastic.com/bookclubs
Activation code:  GPLM7

Spelling Words

Note: Students DO have homework in spelling each night.  Please check your child’s Language Arts notebook (in the front).

AR Reading

The second grading period is well on the way.  Is your child keeping up with their AR points?  The halfway goal for second quarter must be met by Nov.30.  This goal is 22.5 for regular and 30 for AL.  
CONTENT FOR THE WEEK:
· MATH: Perimeter & area, problem solving, division
· READING: draw conclusions, making generalizations, informational text
· WRITING: writing structure
· LANGUAGE: story features
· SPELLING:  pretest on Mon. and final test Fri.  
· SOCIAL STUDIES:  Native Am., North Carolina Statehood, Germany
· SCIENCE:  Magnetism and Electricity
Student Supplies
Many children are running out of some of their personal supplies.  Please ask your child if they need more pencils, erasers, paper, crayons, etc.  This is always a good time of year to assure that their materials are still in readily available for them.

Passport Passoff

Has your child been studying for the passport pass-off for November?  The pass-off will be on November 19th.  Please help your child to study.  This is a Social Studies grade.
DATES TO NOTE:
Nov. 15 – Current Event Due

Nov. 15 – Progress Reports come home

Nov. 18 – Town Creek and Spencer Museum Trip

Nov. 18 – Chick-Fil_A night Friendly Center (5-8 pm)

Nov. 19 – Book Exchange

Nov. 19 – Make up Pictures

Nov. 19- Passport Passoff for Nov.

Nov. 12 – Picture retakes/makeup

Nov. 23 – Dec. 3 – Book Fair

Nov. 24, 25, 26 –Holidays

Nov. 29- parent Meeting for Mountain trip and NC Project

Dec. 3 - Book Exchange

Dec. 3 – Brooks Spelling Bee 1:30 pm

Dec. 7 – PTA Meeting 6 pm

Dec. 10 – Book Exchange

Dec. 13 – Current Event due

Dec. 16 – Brooks Geography Bee 9-11am

Dec. 17 – Passport Passoff

Dec. 17 – Book Exchange

Dec. 20 – Jan. 3 – Winter Break

Jan. 6 – Science Fair projects due
Jan. 7 – Science Fair judging

***  Please check your child’s planner for a letter regarding the field trip on Thursday.  Reminder – all students and chaperones must bring a bag lunch.
We have had a few questions over the past couple of weeks that we would like to answer:

1.  Passport Pass off-Students are given maps at the beginning of each month.  Each month has a different set of maps.  Students are given maps based on the level they passed the previous month.  Grades are based on the level passed.  For example if a student is given a level 3 map and passes level 3 they receive a 100, if they can only pass level 2 the grade is an 80.  But if the go up a level then and extra 5 points are added for each level to top off at 110.  Students are given many opportunities during the day to study passport.

2. Grades are based on the Guilford County handbook. A (93-100), B (85-92), C 77-84), D (70-76), F (0-69).  All papers that are graded are based on a total of 100 points per paper.  Of course there are times when a paper may a few points above 100 or have a bonus question.

3. Homework Coupons- Homework coupons are given to students that turn in and complete all homework assignments on time.  Coupons can be used for either one homework assignment or for 5 points extra credit.  Coupons cannot be used for long term assignments like the poems or ABC notebook project.  The 5 points extra credit are applied to a student’s lowest grade. If coupons will not change the student’s grade we will hold them over to the next quarter.  The extra points are added to the total points achieved by the student and not the final average.

We hope this has helped.  If at any time you have questions or suggestions please feel free to contact any of the 4th grade team.

Don’t forget to look for the Bonus Point Question located in this newsletter.  Copy and answer it on notebook paper.  Return it by Wednesday of this week for 3 extra credit points.  Have your parent  to sign your paper .                

